


Build It Now! 
 
The pages that follow contain some background information on the initiative to build a continuous Hudson 
River Greenway along the Riverdale shoreline including newspaper articles, a recent community board  
resolution and quotes from community leaders in support of the project. This magazine also contains photos of 
Riverdale RiverFest and promo for our 2015 Greenway events. 





Celebrating the Creation of the  
Hudson River Greenway  

in the Bronx 

"The verdict is already in. The construction of the 

Greenway in Manhattan has led to an  

unprecedented cultural, economic and  

recreational renaissance of the Westside. The Bronx 

deserves and is ready for the same." 

 

Tracy McCabe Shelton,  

Executive Director, KRVC 



“The challenges of committing to a 

[Greenway] plan - funding,  

construction, infrastructure  

concerns, timing - are all very real, 

but the cost of doing  

nothing is even greater."  
 



Follow Inwood’s path to the river 
Posted 8/21/14  

Our good neighbors to the south, in Inwood, may well have shown us a path out of the wilderness, and it’s a riverfront path at that. 

More than a year ago, supporters of Hudson River access in Riverdale were heartened by an infusion of federal planning money, 

courtesy of Sen. Chuck Schumer, only to have their hopes dashed when the results of the well-meaning but overblown planning 

efforts were revealed.  

The Greenway the planners proposed was, for the most part, nowhere near the river and required millions of dollars worth of major 

road and bridge engineering work to connect it to Manhattan.  After much Sturm und Drang at community board meetings last 

spring, planners were sent back to the drawing board.  

Now they have an example to follow. 

An Aug. 14 article in The New York Times, “New Trail Along the Hudson Goes Only So Far,” describes a Greenway in Inwood that 

not only fails to link up with the Bronx; it doesn’t even link with the waterfront trail further south in Manhattan. 

Nevertheless, residents are thrilled. As The Times put it, “It may be a path to nowhere. But in a city whose denizens rush from Point 

A to Point B, the surroundings make up for the lack of a destination.” 

Without a need for a destination, the Parks Department can begin almost immediately to greatly enlarge the tiny park near Metro-

North’s Riverdale Station, creating a walkway as far north as the College of Mount St. Vincent and, if a single, narrow lane is suffi-

cient, along the railroad tracks as far south as the Spuyten Duyvil triangle. 

It would still be nice to have a way, down by the water, to get to Manhattan by foot or by bicycle and it would be nice if Metro-North 

were to share a bit of its landward real estate to make it easier to build the path, but the perfect shouldn’t be the enemy of the good. 

Let’s demand of the city that we be given the same “path to nowhere” that Inwood is now enjoying. 

One way to show your support, and have fun doing it, would be to come to the Kingsbridge Riverdale Van Cortlandt Development 

Corporation’s Greenway Gala on the campus of the Hebrew Home for the Aged on Sunday, Oct. 19. 

In addition to a lively dinner party, KRVC is offering hot air balloon rides  which promise to offer spectacular bird’s eye views of the 

Palisades in all their fall foliage. Don’t miss out. 

"After 150 years of alienation from the Hudson River, it is time to reclaim access to the waterfront for the 

people of the Bronx, the City and the State."  

 

Paul Elston, President, Friends of the Hudson River Greenway in the Bronx 

http://riverdalepress.com/stories/Greenway-plan-greeted-with-scorn,53884


WHEREAS, residents of Bronx Community Board 8 support a Hudson River Greenway extending from Spuyten Duyvil to Yonkers,  

providing runners, walkers, people with disabilities, cyclists and others an enjoyable riverfront experience with a superb view of the  

Palisades, as well as access to the Greenway to the north and the Greenway to the south, so that a continuous Greenway runs from  

Manhattan to Westchester;  

 

WHEREAS, residents of Bronx Community Board 8 have advocated locating the Greenway route along the Hudson River in the 1998  

report of the Bronx Advisory Committee to the Hudson River Valley Greenway; 

 

WHEREAS, the 2003 197-a Plan of Bronx Community 

Board 8 supports a Greenway along the Hudson River and 

enhanced riverfront access for the community; 

 

WHEREAS, local elected officials support a Hudson River 

Greenway and riverfront access for the community; 

 

WHEREAS, the New York Metropolitan Transportation 

Council (NYMTC), with funding provided in part by Senator 

Charles Schumer, presented to the Parks & Recreation 

Committee of Bronx Community Board 8 and most recently 

to a joint meeting of that committee and the Traffic & 

Transportation Committee, a conceptual study of a pro-

posed Hudson River Greenway route connecting the Man-

hattan and Westchester portions of the Greenway, which 

includes a short-term inland route from the Henry Hudson 

Bridge to the city line at Riverdale Avenue and a long-term 

waterfront route from the Henry Hudson Bridge to Yonkers 

along the Hudson River; 

 

WHEREAS, Metro-North has identified stabilization and 

bolstering of the embankment that protects the shoreline 

from flooding on its tracks as priorities on the Hudson Line 

through Riverdale;   

 

WHEREAS, Metro-North has represented that Track 6 of 

the Hudson Line through Riverdale is necessary for its operations, the stabilization and bolstering of the embankment on the shoreline and 

to accommodate anticipated growth in ridership in present routes and possible Penn Station access on the Hudson Line in the future;  

 

THEREFORE, Be it Resolved that: 
 

This resolution supersedes the May 2012 resolution of Bronx Community Board 8 regarding the Hudson River Greenway. 
 

Bronx Community Board 8 supports an all-river Hudson River Greenway. 

 
Bronx Community Board 8 rejects the NYMTC  proposal to widen streets to their un-built width,  remove trees,  reduce traffic and/or parking lanes on local 

streets,  construct a cantilever mixed-use attachment to the Henry Hudson Bridge and  build mixed-use bicycle paths, ramps or bridges through River-
dale Park.  

 

That engineering and other feasibility studies be performed by the appropriate agencies along the length of the proposed Greenway in Riverdale to 

determine the best location for an all-river Greenway located west of the Metro-North tracks with the goals of minimizing costs of construc-

tion and operation without inhibiting and, if possible, enhancing Metro-North’s stabilization and bolstering of the riverfront embankment. 
 

That NYMTC engage Metro-North to discuss modifications to the NYMTC proposal based on Metro-North’s plans for stabilizing and bolstering the riverfront. 
 

That engineering and other feasibility studies be performed by the appropriate agencies to evaluate the connection of the Hudson River Green-

way from Manhattan to the Bronx across the Harlem River at Spuyten Duyvil, via the Amtrak swing bridge or on a new purpose-built 

swing bridge. 
 

That initial access to the Greenway be implemented by using either the existing bridge to cross the Metro-North tracks at West 254th Street or 

the Riverdale train station overpass and that the first segment of the Greenway be constructed on the west side of the Metro-North tracks 

from West 254th Street to Yonkers while other access points to the Greenway are investigated. 
 

That  until a Spuyten Duyvil Greenway connection  can be implemented, a traffic study be performed in cooperation with the Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority to assess whether traffic lanes on the lower level of the Henry Hudson Bridge can be reconfigured to create a 

larger pedestrian and bicycle pathway across the bridge. 
 

That our elected officials assist in obtaining funding for the feasibility studies and in addressing any concerns about the Greenway raised by 

Amtrak and the MTA. 
 

That further consideration of an all-river Greenway route should continue under the auspices of Bronx Community Board 8 in cooperation with 

local residents, community groups, elected  officials, government agencies, the affected rail companies and any other stakeholders.  

 

Bronx Community Board 8 Resolution (Passed June 10, 2014) 

"Bronx Community Board 8 supports an  

all-river Hudson River Greenway" 



www.RiverdaleRiverFest.org  *  www.krvcdc.org/riverfest  *  www.krvcdc.org/greenway 

Volunteer! 
Contact cliffkrvc@gmail.com to sign 

up and learn more about our great 
opportunities to get involved and help 

Build It Now! 


