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Build It Now!

The pages that follow contain some background information on the initiative to build a continuous Hudson
River Greenway along the Riverdale shoreline including newspaper articles, a recent community board
resolution and quotes from community leaders in support of the project. This magazine also contains photos of
Riverdale RiverFest and promo for our 2015 Greenway events.

Riverdale
Greenway on "
the Horizon _
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Riverdale

A Special Natural Area District next to the Hudson River

College of Mount SaintVincentand Sisters of Charity

he 315-mile Hudson River

flows through eastern New

York, southward past the

state capital at Abany until it
reaches New York City, before empty-
ing into Upper New York Bay. It's natu-
ralbeauty is inspiring and one of River-
dale’s most defining features. Here's
what the community & saying about
the greenway andthe propos ed Hudson
River Greenway Project.

*Our community & fortunate tohave
the beauty of the Hudson River in our
backyard. Asasteward of this majes-
tic river, the Hebrew Home supports
the Hudson River Greenway project as
an opportunity to bring communities
together andshare the rich history and
heritage of our region. We are proud to
bea friend of the Hudson River Green-
way project, which will help make New
York become more age and environmen-
tally friendiy.”

— Daniel ReingoMd, President and CEO,
The Hebrew Home at Riverdale

“Bon Secours New York — Schervier
Nursing Care Center 8 proud to sponsor
RiverFest this year. Our mission calk
for usto commit ourselves to helping
bringpeople and communitiesto health
and wholeness. A greenway along the
Hudson, serving the cammon good, will
enhance our community by bringing
peaple into communion with the natural
beautyof theriver™

— Carlos G. Beato, CEOQ, Bon Secours

New York Health System™

“The Callege of Mount Saint Vincent
and the Sisters of Charity are very
happy annually to host and participate
in RiverFest We think that a greenway
along the Hudsonwould be a vital com-
munity asset. There are somany things
towork auttomake the Greenway pos-
sible, but we are delighted that work
has begun.”

— Charles Flynn, President, CoNege of
Mount Saint Vincent

“When you visit Wave Hill, a public
gardenand cultural center in Riverdale,

Salanter Akiba Riverdale Riverdale Country School

Academy

you can't help butfeel the majesty of
the Hudson River as soon as you enter
the grounds. Our mission & to connect
people with the beauty of the natural
world through our programs inart, edu-
cation and horticulture. Therefore, we
salute the efforts of the Hudson River
Greenway project and RiverFest, andits
goal to once again connect our commu-
nity to the river.”
— Claudia Bonn, President & Executive
Director, Wave Hill

"Riverdale Country School & excited
about the Greenway project. Our beau-
tiful Lower School campus, known as
the River Campus, benefits greatly from
its praximity to the Hudson River, and
we are sure our faculty would appre-
ciate — and utilize — the Greenway on
their commutes ™

— Dominic A.A. Randolph, Head of
School, Riverdale Country School

“The SAR Community is fortunate
to be closely connected to the Hudson
River and Riverdale Park. The school

An

Bon Secours NY/Schervier

would benefit from the river access
and the connectivity that the Greenway
will bring. We have supported RiverFest
from the very beginning. Imagine our
famous *Running with the Rabbi” class

along ourriver®
— Jack C. Bendheim. Chair of the
Board, Salanter Akiba Riverdale
Academy

“Leake & Watts has been fortunate
to overlook the beautiful Hudson River
and the Palisades for over a century. We
supportthe Greenway project and ook
forward to being able to share our vista
with community at large. The Greenway
Project will provide a welcome benefit
to the residents of New York City and
Westchester alike, bringing our com-
munities together through the enjoy-
ment of one of most treasured natural
resources.”

— Alan Mucatel, Executive Director,
Leake & Watts
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RiverFest "The verdict is already in. The construction of the

Greenway in Manhattan has led to an
unprecedented cultural, economic and

recreational renaissance of the Westside. The Bronx
deserves and is ready for the same."

CELEBRATING THE CREATION OF THE Tracy McCabe Shelton,
R =R CREENMVAY , ), Executive Director, KRVC
IN THE BRONX ] X y
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p|te the devolution of JFK High School,
__> mght was a chance to celebrate, page B1.

n Sunday, June 15, we will join
thousands of local Riverdale res-
idents and visitors from across
New York for Riverfest — a
celebration of the iconic Hudson River that
inspired our community’s name. Riverfest
will feature activities for people of all ages,
including a concert, children’s activities and
boat rides.

Though Riverfest is a great opportunity
for our community to come together along
our waterfront, public access to the river,
more generally, is limited. Currently, the
only safe and legal access to the river is
through Riverdale’s Metro-North station on
West 254th Street.

The Riverdale Station Park features un-
obstructed views of the historic Hudson and
the Palisades — a truly majestic sight. How-
ever, this 300-foot promenade is the extent
of public access to our community’s great-
est natural attraction. Expanding this access
would allow more local residents to enjoy
the river more of the time, while providing a
world-class destination for visitors — some-
thing that would undoubtedly benefit busi-
nesses in the area.

While wishing for greater access to the
waterfront is one thing, setting a plan into
action is another. Many community mem-
bers have weighed in on this issue, and
although there have been some disagree-

“The challenges of committing to a
|Greenway| plan - funding,
construction, infrastructure

concerns, timing - are all very real,
but the cost of doing
nothing is even greater."

He’'ll tell you a story

If you listen to audio books, chances are
you'‘ve heard Robert Fass, page A2.

ments on some of the suggestions that have
been put forth — and we have disagreed
with some of them — there appears to be
nearly universal agreement that waterfront
access is desirable and would be very good
for the people of Riverdale, the rest of the
Bronx and beyond.

Any plan for waterfront access must be
very carefully planned and must take into
account the opinions of all people in the
community.

We very much look forward to working
with all interested parties to achieve a con-
sensus and to achieve the long sought-after
goal of access to our beautiful Hudson River.
The challenges of committing to a plan —
funding, construction, infrastructure con-
cerns, timing — are. all very real, but the
cost of doing nothing’is even greater.

Riverfest, which will be held at the Col-
lege of Mount Saint: Vincent, is free and
open to the public. We proudly stand with
our other local elected officials, community
members, Riverdale residents and business
owners in our shared commitment to ensur-
ing that more of the Hudson River will also
be free and open to the public.

Rep. Eliot Engel

State Sen. Jeffrey Klein
Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz
Councilman Andrew Cohen
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Follow Inwood’s path to the river

Posted 8/21/14

Our good neighbors to the south, in Inwood, may well have shown us a path out of the wilderness, and it’s a riverfront path at that.
More than a year ago, supporters of Hudson River access in Riverdale were heartened by an infusion of federal planning money,
courtesy of Sen. Chuck Schumer, only to have their hopes dashed when the results of the well-meaning but overblown planning
efforts were revealed.

The Greenway the planners proposed was, for the most part, nowhere near the river and required millions of dollars worth of major
road and bridge engineering work to connect it to Manhattan. After much Sturm und Drang at community board meetings last
spring, planners were sent back to the drawing board.

Now they have an example to follow.

An Aug. 14 article in The New York Times, “New Trail Along the Hudson Goes Only So Far,” describes a Greenway in Inwood that
not only fails to link up with the Bronx; it doesn’t even link with the waterfront trail further south in Manhattan.

Nevertheless, residents are thrilled. As The Times put it, “It may be a path to nowhere. But in a city whose denizens rush from Point
A to Point B, the surroundings make up for the lack of a destination.”

Without a need for a destination, the Parks Department can begin almost immediately to greatly enlarge the tiny park near Metro-
North’s Riverdale Station, creating a walkway as far north as the College of Mount St. Vincent and, if a single, narrow lane is suffi-
cient, along the railroad tracks as far south as the Spuyten Duyvil triangle.

It would still be nice to have a way, down by the water, to get to Manhattan by foot or by bicycle and it would be nice if Metro-North
were to share a bit of its landward real estate to make it easier to build the path, but the perfect shouldn’t be the enemy of the good.
Let’s demand of the city that we be given the same “path to nowhere” that Inwood is now enjoying.

One way to show your support, and have fun doing it, would be to come to the Kingsbridge Riverdale Van Cortlandt Development
Corporation’s Greenway Gala on the campus of the Hebrew Home for the Aged on Sunday, Oct. 19.

In addition to a lively dinner party, KRVC is offering hot air balloon rides which promise to offer spectacular bird’s eye views of the

Palisades in all their fall foliage. Don’t miss out.

"After 150 years of alienation from the Hudson River, it is time to reclaim access to the waterfront for the
people of the Bronx, the City and the State."

Paul Elston, President, Friends of the Hudson River Greenway in the Bronx



http://riverdalepress.com/stories/Greenway-plan-greeted-with-scorn,53884

Bronx Community Board 8 Resolution (Passed June 10, 2014)

WHEREAS, residents of Bronx Community Board 8 support a Hudson River Greenway extending from Spuyten Duyvil to Yonkers,

providing runners, walkers, people with disabilities, cyclists and others an enjoyable riverfront experience with a superb view of the
Palisades, as well as access to the Greenway to the north and the Greenway to the south, so that a continuous Greenway runs from

Manhattan to Westchester;

WHEREAS, residents of Bronx Community Board 8 have advocated locating the Greenway route along the Hudson River in the 1998
report of the Bronx Advisory Committee to the Hudson River Valley Greenway;

WHEREAS, the 2003 197-a Plan of Bronx Community
Board 8 supports a Greenway along the Hudson River and
enhanced riverfront access for the community;

"Bronx Community Board 8 supports an

WHEREAS, local elected officials support a Hudson River
Greenway and riverfront access for the community;

WHEREAS, the New York Metropolitan Transportation
Council NYMTC), with funding provided in part by Senator
Charles Schumer, presented to the Parks & Recreation
Committee of Bronx Community Board 8 and most recently
to a joint meeting of that committee and the Traffic &
Transportation Committee, a conceptual study of a pro-
posed Hudson River Greenway route connecting the Man-
hattan and Westchester portions of the Greenway, which
includes a short-term inland route from the Henry Hudson
Bridge to the city line at Riverdale Avenue and a long-term
waterfront route from the Henry Hudson Bridge to Yonkers
along the Hudson River;

WHEREAS, Metro-North has identified stabilization and
bolstering of the embankment that protects the shoreline
from flooding on its tracks as priorities on the Hudson Line
through Riverdale;

WHEREAS, Metro-North has represented that Track 6 of
the Hudson Line through Riverdale is necessary for its operations, the stabilization and bolstering of the embankment on the shoreline and
to accommodate anticipated growth in ridership in present routes and possible Penn Station access on the Hudson Line in the future;

THEREFORE, Be it Resolved that:
This resolution supersedes the May 2012 resolution of Bronx Community Board 8 regarding the Hudson River Greenway.

Bronx Community Board 8 supports an all-river Hudson River Greenway.

Bronx Community Board 8 rejects the NYMTC proposal to widen streets to their un-built width, remove trees, reduce traffic and/or parking lanes on local
streets, construct a cantilever mixed-use attachment to the Henry Hudson Bridge and build mixed-use bicycle paths, ramps or bridges through River-
dale Park.

That engineering and other feasibility studies be performed by the appropriate agencies along the length of the proposed Greenway in Riverdale to
determine the best location for an all-river Greenway located west of the Metro-North tracks with the goals of minimizing costs of construc-
tion and operation without inhibiting and, if possible, enhancing Metro-North’s stabilization and bolstering of the riverfront embankment.

That NYMTC engage Metro-North to discuss modifications to the NYMTC proposal based on Metro-North’s plans for stabilizing and bolstering the riverfront.

That engineering and other feasibility studies be performed by the appropriate agencies to evaluate the connection of the Hudson River Green-
way from Manhattan to the Bronx across the Harlem River at Spuyten Duyvil, via the Amtrak swing bridge or on a new purpose-built
swing bridge.

That initial access to the Greenway be implemented by using either the existing bridge to cross the Metro-North tracks at West 254th Street or
the Riverdale train station overpass and that the first segment of the Greenway be constructed on the west side of the Metro-North tracks
from West 254th Street to Yonkers while other access points to the Greenway are investigated.

That until a Spuyten Duyvil Greenway connection can be implemented, a traffic study be performed in cooperation with the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority to assess whether traffic lanes on the lower level of the Henry Hudson Bridge can be reconfigured to create a
larger pedestrian and bicycle pathway across the bridge.

That our elected officials assist in obtaining funding for the feasibility studies and in addressing any concerns about the Greenway raised by
Amtrak and the MTA.

That further consideration of an all-river Greenway route should continue under the auspices of Bronx Community Board 8 in cooperation with
local residents, community groups, elected officials, government agencies, the affected rail companies and any other stakeholders.
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A whale of a gala

THE WINTER GARDEN at the Hebrew Home for the Aged hosted a gala
KRVC dinner benefiting the Greenway on Oct 19. KRVC marked the
occasion by welcoming Cliff Stanton back as lead organizer for River-
dale RiverFest 2015 and as KRVC's Greenway Coordinator. Awards
were presented to state Sen. Jeff Klein, US Sen. Chuck Shumer, Rep.
Eliot Engel, Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, Councilmember Andrew
Cohen, Community Board 8's Dan Padernacht, Bob Bender and Robert
Fanuzzi, College of Mount St. Vincent President Charles Flynn and Yael
Levy, founder of Riverfest. Tributes were presented to recently deceased
former KRVC director Janet Golovner. In top photo, attendees enjoy the
proceedings. In.bottom left photo, Tracy Shelton addresses the crowd.
Jeff Klein, bottom right photo, was thrilled to be honored.

? IverFest

Celebrate the River
In Riverdale!

Sunday, Junel4,cOI5
IC noon—6 pm
College of Mount Saint Vincent
630l Riverdale Avenue
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Volunteer!

Contact cliffkrvc@gmail.com to sign
up and learn more about our great
opportunities to get involved and help
Build It Now!
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P - B N. Riverdale Block Party

It North Riverdale’s turn to celebrate in the street
with fun for the whole family. Section C.

Photos by Ethan Strell

Greenway gala

HIGH WINDS cancelled the planned balloon rides at the Kingsbridge Riverdale Van Cort-
landt Development Corporation’s Greenway Gala on Oct. 19 on the grounds of the Hebrew
Home for the Aged, but couldn’t dampen the spirits of attendees. Clockwise from top, Cliff
Stanton speaks with state Sen. Jeff Klein and Rep. Eliot Engel, Farrah Rubin, Linda Manning,
KRVC's Entertainment Consultant with Tracy McCabe Shelton, Executive Director. KRVC's
Development Director, with Ayelet Yoles and District Leader Randi Martos.

G ala KRVE
R :

E

E

M

Sunday
October 18, cOI5

6-9pm

Hebrew Home at Riverdale
Solarium & Winter Garden
590l Palisade Avenue,
Riverdale, NY 10471
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www.RiverdaleRiverFest.org * www.krvcdc.org/riverfest * www.krvedc.org/greenway



